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TOM TALKS 


Hello, again! 

‘A funny thing happened to me the other day at 
my friendly neighborhood comic book store. | 
was struck by a most uncanny revelation while 
looking over our ever-increasing |competition. 
Large X's seemed to overfiow the comic book 
facks, sweeping across them like an unstoppable 
tidal wave. 

Sure, | realize that Marvel publishes X-MEN, 
UNCANNY. X-MEN, CLASSIC X-MEN, X-MEN 
UNLIMITED, X-MEN ADVENTURES, X-FORCE 
and a few dozen other X-titles whenever time per- 
mits, but I'm not talking about ourtities, 

{'m referring to all of the other guys who are 
publishing comics featuring big X's plastered 
across their covers. if imitation is the sincerest 
form of flattery, | guess Marvel must be the most 
flattered comics company of alll 

Curious as to how much praise our illustrious 
imitators wanted to heap on Us, | spent an enjoy- 
able few minutes flipping through their titles, and 
noting other similarities. it was great fun! Not only 
did | instantly spot half a dozen berserk, healing- 
factored, clawed individuals, but | also saw 2 cou- 
ple of red, white and blue shield slingers as welll 

Needless to say, we here at mighty Marvel are 
thrilled by all of the kind and attention. 
tt just goes to show, we blushingly admit, that our 
comics are still the standard by which all others 
are judged! 

And speaking of judging, | think this calls for a 
contest! Every time you spot a character or comic 
book title which is obviously based on one of 
ours, I'd like you to send a letter to us ... and to 
the other publisher. We'll award Official Marvel 
No-prizes to the best letters, and I'm certain that 
the other publishers will have some kind words for 
you as Well i 

Mail all entries to: 

‘The Mighty Marvel Mimic Contest 
So Marvel Comics 
387 Park Avenue South 
New York, NY 10016 
‘As for the other publishers, mail their entries to: 
The Mighty Marvel Mimic Contest 
Go Their name and address 

(And tell them that Two-fisted Tom sent you!) 

‘The purpose of this contest is to havea little 
fun, not to insult or embarrass any one of our cap- 
tivating copiers. Please keep your letters polite 
and clever. There's never an excuse for rudeness! 

Thanks for being there! 
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‘ere We are, several weeks into the 

summer, and we haven't done 

‘one of those traditional “ode to 
summer* pages yet. 

‘So we asked our creative folk how 

their characters would spend their 

summer Vacations If super heroes 


Were allowed to take a holiday. Here's 
What they had to say. 

Ultra-prolific writer Gerry Jones 
gave us two answers. “Wonder Man 
would do ‘Death of a Salesman’ in 
summer stock. It would be the first 
time where instead of just dying, Willie 
Loman would go off in an ionic blast.” 
As for Hulk 2099, whom Gerry writes 
very tee nytt 2089 UNLIMIT- 

ED, "He would go down to the lifeless 
sands of polluted California, and 
basking under the irradiated skies of 
the ozoneless future, toast 
himself to a golden 
green!” 

Gerry's partner on 
WONDER MAN, penciler 
Jetf Johnson, has a dif- 
ferent acting gig in mind 
for Simon Williams. Jeff 
said Wonder Man would 
spend his summer “quest- 
starring on 90210!" 
(Sounds like a dangerous 
job! That Shanon Dene 
ty is one tough customer!) 

AKIRA translator Jo 
Duffy said that the cast of 
that series would most 
likely “visit and destroy by 
telekinesis various lovely. 
cities around the wor'd.” 

The writing duo of Pat 
Mills and Tony Skinner 
write two of the 2099 
books. (Together, that 
makes 4198!) These trav- 


el agents of the future have lots of 
activities lined up for their characters, 
Noted Pat and Tony, “Punisher 2099 
would open up another wing of his 
Punishment Hotel — building a bigger 
‘sewer for more scum. And Ravage 
would go on safari and wrestle lions 
and head-butt rhinos.” 

Ron Goulart, who comes to us 
from the alternate future of WILLIAM 
SHATNER'S TEKWORLD, said of the 
hero of that book, "Jake Cardigan 
fag ae vacations. The last time 

|, five separate Tek cartels tried 
to ambush him!” 

Wet behind the ears NAMOR 
scripter Glenn Herdling said the one 
true Sub-Mariner would “go to Sea- 
World to spend his vacation with a 
few relatives!” 

Finally, we have MAD DOG artist 
Ty Templeton, who said that Bob 
McGay's classic canine hero would 
“do one of two things: he'd either go 
‘on a good will tour of the fire hydrants 
‘of New England, or he'd recuperate 
from a particularly unpleasant de- 
worming!” 

We don't know about you, but this 
page has given us lots of neat ideas 
‘on how to Spend our own vacation! 
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Dear Pat and Tony, 

A few months ago | would have put 
PUNISHER on the bottom rung of the 2099 
ladder, This is not criticism, just personal 
preference, Then you guys pulled a fast one. 
Real fast. 


Issue #5 was as exciting as a Spielberg 
movie and #6 even more so. The kinetic 
accumulator is one of the most imaginative 
gimmicks I've come across in English (not 
just comics, but books too). Jake Gallows" 
face scrambler is second in originality and 
effectiveness only to Mr. Kent's glasses. 

Hf the sky's the limit, your typewriters are 
on cloud nine. Keep it up. 

Steve Perram 


2920 Meridian St. 
Bellingham, WA 98225 


A gp cesitel movie, huh? You may 
How about 


Dear Target Practice, 
PUNISHER 2099 is by far one of the best 
comic serles ever! | love the artwork! Jake 
Gallows looks so real in his facial 
‘expressions and his outfit doesn't look like it 
was just painted on. The storyline so far is 
excellent! | love the way Jake has his face 
scrambler and the invisibility of his bike. The 
high-tech equipment is neat, especially 
Jake's chair that disintegrat po. His 
underground prison was another great ideal 
Its kind of sad though that the future has no 
punishment for crime. But thanks to the 


change! 
| notice that there arent many letters from 
female readers in most comics, especially 
PUNISHER 2099. Guys may think that we 
woukin't like all of the violence, but | love it! | 


how the original Punisher died? 


\s there any chance of Jake having a 
relationship with a woman? | think a 
gittfrlend would calm his nerves. Maybe @ 
counte ratte! 


Sylealad 
| can't wait for next issue. All | can say is 
keep up the awesome work! Later! 


Heather Galuzzi 
10824 Pinole Rd, 
Apple Valley, CA 92307 


— bo abaged Fearmaster, Multi- 
Fractor, Mr. Siithar, the Cyber-Nostra, the 

Ninja Nostra and the Pubilc Eye, dosn't 
Jake have his hands full? We don't think 


0 ether. Walt forthe premiere of Jigesw 
y 

‘As for Jake getting a girtfriend, how do 
you like Kerry? 
Dear Joey and Matt, 

Being the Punisher fan that | am, | 
checked out PUNISHER 2099. I'm happy to 
say that after five issues, | enjoy the new 
version just as much as the original. 


l enjoy the way you show futuristic 
ipment as classics for 2099. My 

favorites are the .64 magnum and the 
molecular disintegrator. Jake Gallows 
combines the past and prasent by using the 
Glassic .54 magnum along with the power 
bat and other futuristic gear. 

TThete are a number of things which 
concem me though. 

1) Does the Injury Gallows received 
(issue #1, page 20—microwaves to the 
kneecaps) affect him at all, or is that the 


converting to Spiderism (as seen in 


peti iay 2099 #9), being the Thorite 
9) Is Matt Jake Haare version of Frank 


‘Also, Gallows should know about Dr. 
Doom, so will he be knocking on Doom's 
door? While we're at It, why not have the 
Punisher catch a news flash about Ravage 
on the of tube? 

Until | get some mutant powers of my 
‘own, make mine Marvell 

Robert Andrews 
2225 Navarre Rd. SW 
Canton, OH 44706 


mutant power, 
i! Hope these 


1) Jake fully recovered from the 
Injures he sutfered at the hands of Kron 
Stone In Issue #1. The knee pads are for 
protection. 

2) Not sure yet. 

3) Sort ot. 


All the 2099 characters will meet in our 
crossover, "The Fall of the Hammer,” 
even Including the new X-MEN 2099! See 
‘everybody team up this December! 


Dear Target Practice, 
Move your comicl I's the best. A few 


4) Mako Thor quest star. 
Till the Punisher needs a self-defense 
lass, make mine Marvel. 


(Address wana by mnet 


worn make It all sound so easy, Brian! 

l definitely be more stuff with 

te Thorltes, especially In the big 
crossover, but as for the rest... 


MORE OF MARVEL 2099 


SPIDER-MAN 2099 #12 We've had a 
lot of reader to see more of 
the "Virtual Unreality Department” of | 


“Rebirth of the Beast!” Plus, Barrio Man 
from PUNISHER 2099 makes a guest i 
appearance! 


DOOM 2099 #9 Jack the Ripper! 
| Frankenstein's Monster! The villains of 
| the past meet the ultimate villain of the | 


future! 


2099 UNLIMITED #2 You asked for 

the retum of HULK 2099! Gerry Jones, 

Dwayne Tumer and Kyle Baker were 
| glad to oblige! 


